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Heſe why >, thobgh ts Pris were not printed for” 
of vulgar V: 


ew, but for the uſe of ſuch.6s are principal- 
ly concerned in them ; and therefore, in; number proportiona- 
ble to that Intentiqn. |_ They contain! a. fearchinto-a dangerous 
Sore, which cannot faithfully be performed without ſome' ſmart 
to the Patient. And in (uch caſe; they who are wiſe will not 
rage and ſtorm at the Hand which toucheth them, bat con- 
ſider, that it -is buk what 4 neceſſary to, prevent greater Miſ- 
chief” in- tine. - Perhaps the Operatiou-might have been per= © 
formed more tenderly by others, but more faithfully it could” 
wot have been doxe by any. If any blame it as a Work of too-. 
much Officiouſneſs, for.one thus to obtrude himſelf before he be 


ent for ; it muſt be remembred,; that he had ſome concern in, 
4 well as for the Safety of the, Patient : And. weke it not ſo, 
yer rhe good Samaritan, for his good Office in ſupplying the 
neglett of the Prieft aud the Levite, was not ufored but 
approved by the Great Phyſician, our Lord and Saviour. If 
= er. alk any one will be troubleſome,: hes hereby admoniſhed 
t0 be wiſe, and conſider. firſt, how be. will clear. himſelf bej 

the Supreme Judge, who will certainly take Cognizance of the 
Cauſe, and give Kighteous Judgment «pon each.- - For; f 
Service it was dune, and to | 118 the Succeſs is intirely com- 
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E are now.:by the Courſe of Time: and Provi- 
dence of God, brought: to. an United, . Solemn, 
Anniverſary Commemioration of two great Delive- 
rances of this Nation, one of our Anceſtors, but: 
in them of our ſelves, about one Age, that is, + 
84... Years ſince: the other-of our own. ſelves, commencing ,in the 

Prince's Arival, but one Year ſince : But both concurring in the 

ſame happy. and memorable Day of the Fifth of November. And 

in: this, that they were Deliverances from Conſpiracies of the fame 
inveterate. Enemies, though -at ſo great a diſtance of time; and of 
quite, different Form and Contrivance ; the: firſt ſecret, under- 
ground, and in, the dark : The other.bare-fac'd; above-board, and 
viſible tothe. World. Almighty God ;of his Infinite Goodnefs and: 

- © Wiſdom, was. pleaſed, not only to revew-his Mercies to us; to 

=. d0.It when, conhidering the corrupt and vicious State of the Na-' 

tion, we had great reaſon TY to fear ſome ſevere Judgment; 
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(4) 
todo it in fuch a Mamer, as might make his Divine Power and 
| Efficacy in it the more apparent ; but to do it with ſuch Cironm- 


ng 4 Time, oy aig m__ us Capt of -his- moe Mercies, of 
is contin aVOury. canſtenc Vu 
over-us, the more-to endear” ie Goodie” bo” vs, att to oblipe” 
us the more effeftually to himſelf. The Tear, that 'of Ej hty uy Eight, 
to mind us of the famous Es Eig br, one hundr 


fore, in the Reign of Qu&n Rode Yeo ty £n th ind Ia the 


Sea, by his Dir Ig DEEty. Lot] Th rewng 3 ſuppoſed in- 


vincible rut Landing de- 
termined by the remarkable "Motion of the Wind, tk the 


ſame Divine Direction,, to the very day of the Fifth of November, 
to mind us of the Deliverance ih-the Reign of King Fames the 
Firſt, upon the ſame Day. from = of the me Barbarous ard 
Helliſh, Conſpiracies that-the d hath knoy ap cerjainty 
ly, they nr very py ws Fop ; ſho, Ady 
monitiens as thefe,; are. not pr ein ira 

and raiſed AﬀeCtions, rhe 2h rhaberry Cn e of rhe Divine Provi- 
dence, in preſerving this Nationyfrom ſuch various and continual 
Machinations of the Antichriſtian Faftion-; not only during 
the long Reign of four and fourty Years of that Queen, but for 
this full 130 Years from her "Acceſſion to the Crown, - unto this 
late Revolution. 

As theſe Circumſtances of the Time invite us to /ook backward 
vPon the former courſe of Divine Providence, in the Occurre 
of this Nation, ſo there is another Cirttmſtance in. our late 
Liverance, which dothmor leſs) excite 6ur Confſdetation, al 
us: to. lock, forward npon what hath ſirice occorred in the i 
this one Year laſt paſt: And that is the eminent and wonderful 
Manver of the Revolution. 

The. Deliverance: it ſelf was ſo- full fravgtit with Merdies ard! 
Favours from Heaven, that every Cireumſtance had ſome ſpecial 
obliging Favonr in-it ; and this of the' manner, more than. one.. 
It was no ſinall Favour, that it was: effefted with ſo mmcb- Eaſe to vs, 
and with the Effuſion- of ſo little Blood, eſpecially 'confidering the 
general Corruption of the Manners: of al ſorts of People among 
us,.. which. nor bnly deſerved; but ſeemed to: need and hens 
4 Purgation :' But thee Mereiful God, it' ſeems, 1 | ws pleaſe 
to!try whether there was” ſo' much Ingenuity left {Le as wr 
be wrought npon by his more gentle Mettiod- of iv ſtptizing a 


Mercy' and eminent Deliverance; whick- if it be not, will + 
tainly 


(5) 
tain te the: $ia,of: the; Nation,, anc in.all, probability, in- 
ark baſten ſoene remarkab! Jodgment upp ity pes 

But that which, 1 principally, iatend here. is, that it was carri- 
ed on. w#h 4 high Hand, like that of the Children.of 1/ael, in fo 
powerful and/cmigent a manner, 2 certain. Kee and, error 2o- 
ing-betore; a8 makes: the Providence: a+ od. vilible, liis Power 
known, and gives 2:great Indication of his. ſpecial Preſence ( by his 
inviſible Miniſters) init. This is ſuck a, ſpecial Favour, and pro- 
duceth ſuch ! ſpecial Obligations: upon us, 2s mult needs bighly ag- 
gravate: the Crime: of - any... uaſpitable., Return,..as nat only No- 
torious Ingratitude for an, extraordinary Benefit,, but. a kind, of 
Contempt,' or ſlighting of ſa-great a Benefactor to, his Face.  Be- 
bold, 1 ſend my-' Angel before. thee, to. kgep- thee, in the way, and to 
bring thee into the place which I have prepared, ſaith God. to 10- 
ſes : and then ſubjoins this Caution ;,, Beware of Him, and abey his 
Voie, provoke. bin. not ;, for he will not hee gory Tiarefls $5 
for my Name- 4. in him. Exod. 23. 20, 21., I his was Gr Gee: 
Ad. as ſuch an Obligation requires a: ſpecial Proſpect, Care and 
Caution for. the future, to avoid all Offence againſt it;.ſo the 
powerful-and fucceſsful 'Progreſs of that, Deliverance muſt, needs 
make the Departure /,of. thoſe Powers, . or but Suſpenſion of ſa &- 
mineat1a- Fayeurs/' ſon felt, and eaſy.to. be perceived, and. there- 
by give 8: plain. Admonition of ſome Offence committed, 'And 
whether this be notyour: Caſe, is a. matter. of great Impartance, 
and requiring our moſt ſerious and deepeſt Confideration, _ 

The: Deliverance, in- the: Manner, and Progrels, of it, was {q {ur- 
prizing and. amazing, as the like, is hardly:to, be met with in any 
Hiſtory, ſince-that.of- #he 1/rachtes , and yet: it. will not be calie 
to determiye which,'is moſt to be admired, the. ſmooth, uninter- 
rupted, proſperaus and ſucceſsful Progreſs of it,. or the, unaccoun- 
able. S'9p which ems. to- have, been, put to that Succeſs; and the 
ſtrange, flaw, impeded, and-unproſperous.Courſe of Aﬀairs ſince: 
 How-all things 44d! yifibly concur. to promote that, but. the courſe 
of our Aﬀairs: ſince, bath; been.retarded we know net how ! Only 
this we: plainly fees all is at,a. ſtand, or moves ſlowly, like Pha- 
raoth*s Chariots, when their W heels were gff.;, or, as I have heard, 
of a Cart, beriiched, which: before, was drawn caſily loaded; by 
four or: five Borles,. bus of a ſudden, became almoſt. unmoye- 
able» in; plaia-groung,-and half uvloaded;, by a much greater 
Rrength ::S9) bave: all things 'gone with us,.. as if they were in- 
hante'd,: for the greateſt part ph this Year. And ſo ſudden and 

"SI _ great 
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great an Alteration, doth of it ſelf deſerve and provoke dar-Con: 
{ideration 3 but the dangerous Conſequences thereof, which haye 
already occurred, or are within view, much more; ©  ../ 


: 


The late wonderful Revolution which is looked npon'as our De- 
liverance,. was compleared,>if we compute from the Arrival - of 'the 
Prince , to the Exit of King James , within the ſpace of forty 
three days; and if we extend it to the day when the Prince 'was 
proclaimed King, it-amounts bur to one hundred days : But up- 
on Chriftmaſs-Day He was addreſſed to by the Lords, and two 
days after, by the: Members of the (former Parliaments, and” the 
Aldermen and Common-Council of the City, to take upon hin 
the Adminiſtration of Publick, Affairs, both Civil and Military, 
and the diſpofal of the Pablick, Revenxe, and to take into his' parti- 
cular care, the then preſent Condition of Ireland. All which, the 
day following, he accepted and undertook. 0% 
' Amongſt thoſe four things recommended in general to the Princ, 
and undertaken by him, were ſome things comprehended, which 
could not then be compleatly done by him; as the Conſtitution 
of Civil Officers, and of Lord-Lieutenants, Deputy-Lieutenants, 
and other Officers in the M:l{;t54. All that-could then be done 
by him in theſe matters, was only to conſider, and reſolve upon 
fit Perſons for theſe: Employments, to be Authorized as'ſoon as 
might be. But this was a matter of ſome Conſequence to be ſet- 
tled as ſoon as might be, as in other reſpeQs, ſo more particularly, 
that the more Forces might have been the ſooner ſpared for Ire- 
land : For conſidering the Diſpoſition of the/People, - the ordinary 
Militia being in good ' hands, would have” been ' ſufficient for the 
Security of this Nation. But, ' whatever was the matter, : neither 
were the Civil Magiſtrates in the ſeveral Counties, that is, the 
Tuſtices of Peace, nor the Militia, ſetled in many Months after; 

And for Ireland, the Conſequence of ' the ſpeedy ſecuring or redu- 
cing of that Nation, was very great ; not” only; for the Security: 
Eaſe and Benefit of this, but moreover and' eſpecially, in order 
to the common Deſign of the Confederates, that we might have been 
in a condition to have attacqued the common Enemy on the one 
ſide, as they .did on the other ;-which being animated by Suc- 
ceſs, and our Enemies under no ordinary 'Confternation, might 
have brought the common Deſign to perfeCtion ;- and, -which is of 
higher Conſideration, have produced what-the Providence of God 
had put an opportunity into our hands to do, dire&ted us to, and 
was ready to have conducted us to perform. And how diſmal 

may 
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may. be: the Conſequence of this Failure, if it proceeded from any 
Neglett in us,.as God alone compleatly knows, ſo 1 am unwilling 
to declare what I ſuſpect, nor- perhaps 1s it fit for me to do it. 
" But: thus much of the Matter of Fat. in this caſe -is/certain and 
commonly- known, 'that. the Arms and Ammunition which were 
ſent, whenever that was, but to that. one poor, Town of  Londvn- 
| Derry, which ſhut up their Gates the ninth of December, declared 
for the Prince of Orange, and the Proteſtant Religon, and imme- 
diately ſent hither for ſpeedy- Relief, arrived:not there till the 
twentieth of arch, nor the Forces ſent with Cunningham, and Ri- 
chards till the fifteenth of April; and then inſtead. of Relief, by 
deſerting the Service, proved only a Diſcouragement to. them. 
And though ſome others came near the ſeventh of June, | yet were 
not thoſe poor Creatures actually relieved till the thirtieth of Fay ; 
when from ſeven Thouſand five hundred brave Regimented Men, 
they were reduced to about four Thouſand three hundred ; though 
nothing appears, why that might not have been done full as well 
tix Weeks before, | 
Proportionable to this, for the Relief of that Town, was the 
Progrets of our Afairs for the Reducing of that Kingdom. That 
which might with eaſe have been. done art firſt, grew daily more 
and more difficult ; the Difficulties increaſing faſter than our Pre- 
arations z inſomuch, that arch 8. King William ſpeaking to the 
rds and Commons, concerning the deplorable Condition of 
Ireland, declared, That he tnought it not. adviſable to attempt 
the reducing of it with leſs than twenty Thoufand Horſe 20d Foot. 
Difficulties: ſhould, , and uſually: do excite generous Spirits to the 
more vigoraus/A(tion: And this, no doubt, was: the: Intention of 
this King in that Speech':. Notwithſtanding long it was e'er we 
could be readyjto tranſport our Forces ; and when all things were 
expected to be ready for that Purpoſe, how they anſwered the 
Generals Expectations, .mult be. left to his own Obſervation, and 
the more particular Examination of them, who are nor only con- 
cern'd,. but are in Place and [Authority to do it ; it being com- 
.monly beheyed, that they were not ſo well as ought to have been. 
And when they were at laſt Tranſported, which was not till a- 
bout-the. middle of | Auguſt, it ſeems they were not ſuch as the Ge- 
neral, thought -fit, to engage with the Enemy, though ſo lately 
baffled before Longon-derry; eſpecially their Carriages not coming 
to him before. the 24th of September ; nor have they to this day 
_ done any conflidarable Service. 
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(8) | 
And whereas It is likely, the wary old goat xral-mizht decline 
any Engagement, in daily Expe&ation of th DanſhÞ, plies 16 
have been with him long fince, yet ſo unhappily hath 'that alſo 
fallen out, that the Expectation 'of them hath proved only a Diſ- 
appointment to us, and perhaps a greater Diſappointment than - 
ever their Service may repair. Beſides, the Seaſon, of the Year 3 
now ſo far gone, that they are more like to/proye a Burden 'this 
Winter, than any Advantage to us. And: what may now become 
not only of Ireland, but of the Forces we have already ſent thither 
is very doubtful ; fo that we have in a manner already loſt all 
the Expence of this Summer, andare'in danger to loſe a great part 
of our Forces alſo. | | | 


And now, if from Land we deſcend to take a Proſpett of the 
Progreſs of our Affairs at Sea, we ſhall ſtill find all alike : The 
two famous Nations for: Action at Sea, not only baffled by the 
ſole Power of France, byt our Loſſes in Menby Sickneſs and Mor- 
talities greater than by Fight; and in our Merchandiſe and Trade, 
not. leſs than ous Expences : And, as if the Power of our Ene- 
mies were not enough to annoy us, after all, (if the Complaints 
of our Merchants and their Mariners be_true,) our Ships have 
been made a Prey by thoſe who ſhould have been their Guard afid 
Convoy, and were imployed for that Purpoſe. - | 

And if we return again to Land, and conſider the State of the 
Country, we ſhall there find all our Country-Commodities at fo 
low a rate, as will hardly pay Wages and other neceſſary Charges, 
beſides reaſonable Maintenance for the Families :- And 'this'Condi- 
tion made harger by Taxeg already granted and' levied, apd thofe 
unſucceſsfully ſpent, arid/more expedited.” And ſuch a" Diſippoiht- | 
ment of the great Expectation which was generally -conceived of a 
happy change of Aﬀairs, muſt needs produce an ufthappy change in 
Mens Minds. | Wo 3997 | 

And if we apply our felves to' conſider the Proceedings of / our 
Councils, the great Councit of the 'Nation,: and the King's Privy | 
Council, we may there more eaſily find-the ooriginat Root, Occa- | 
ſions and Authors of all theſe Miſchiefs, than any ſuch ſound/Re- 
| ſolutions or Counſels, as ever were, or are likely-either to have 
_ prevented, or: now to redreſs the ſame. © A bol OE ns, 

I confeſs itis ; but being ſaid, 'not maliciouſly out of any eyif Prin- 
ciple or Deſign, ' but ont of ' Zeal for the NENT; a tvcr 
good Ends ; 'not of particular Perfons, I doubt not, but the Evi- 
dence of Truth 3 and the Conſciences of moſt, wil 'excyſe and ac- 


quit 
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it-rhe.:: And yet muſt the. bold to ſay, there are ſome things 
Laſſed of wht -Noge moe a who were preſent, or oy 
cerned, can acquit or excuſe themſelves. 

Such was one of the firſt Acts of the Convention, the Form of 


their Order for "the Thanksgiving. And if any one dare preſume 


to excuſe that as a ſmall matter, I dare be bold to ſay, he hath 
but little ſenſe of the Majeſty -of God concerned in it, of his ex- 
traordinary Mercy and Goodneſs in the Deliverance, of the dan- 
erous Canſequence of ſuch a fault in the beginning of their Con- 
nltations, or what an- Indication it was of an unhappy Temper 
and /Diſpolition prevalent in that Aſſembly: But had the Form 
been altogether faultleſs, to order a ſolemn Thankſgiving to God, 
and never-after do any real Act of Gratitude for his Honour and 
Service, when profane Swearing, and other Impieties and Wic- 
kedneſs were grown-to that bright of Impudence and Preſump- 
tion, is ſuch a thing, as would be reſented with Indignation by a 
mortal Man, -and was more- likely to provok a ſuſpenſion at leaſt 
of the 'Favours of Providence we enjoyed , than a continuance 
thereof : But of that more elſewhere. 

One of the next [things they did, was the ordering of a Com- 
mittee for the: buſineſs of reland: But what haye they done ever 
ſince in that buſineG6.? Either ; nothing at all, or nothing to the 
purpoſe, as the Event, and what I have before taken notice of, 
do plainly. ſhew and demonſtrate. - And yet it is plain, there wan- 
ted not. matter enough proper for their conſideration. There were 
EET TAgS in Ireland, to: have defended themſelves, - 
and fecured: thatKingdom, had they not. been difarmed, and their 
Arms, contrary to Law,-putinto the hands of -Papiſts ;; and not- 


_ withſtanding, that, had they but had Arms ſent them in time 


and,had they needed, ſome ſmall Body of Men at firſt, to whom 


they might. have repaired.  We:had. more in. Arms and Pay here 


than we needed, and therefore not-only refuſed many who offe- 
red theiriService, but Disbanded many. of thoſe we had. We aq 
Ships alſo at the ſame charge, whether .employed upon {nat Ser- 
vice, -or..any - other. ; Why then were not Men 2;:d Arms too 


ſent ithem-in/ tame, while. our-Men were animaced with Succeſs 
:and the'Jriſh under: a -Cpnſternation ? Why not we- as forward 


as'theFrench ?- And why,anſtead-of ending to them, were ſoma- 
ny” of the Triſb, wbao had been -in Arms here, ſuffered to return, 


_*-and not rather employed in ſome Service of the Confederates, at 
leaſt of the Emperour againſt the Tarks, if they might not have 


been 


'b 
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cen truſted againſt the French? And when 'by our negle@ at 
firſt there was need of a greater Force, if we had not then Men 
enough in Arms, why were not more raiſed at home, of tho 
who were Disbanded, and of thoſe who were forced' from their 
Eſtates in Jreland, and wanted Maintenance: here? But'we muſt 
ſend for Foreigners without conſent of Parliament, and fo incurr, 


the . blame we caſt vpon others ; and ſend for ſuch, which: mult | 


protratt the time, when we might as well have been certainly, 
provided at home much ſooner ? And whereas all this may ſeem 
to have been managed either for the real Service of King James, 
or for a colour, to bring in a Foreign Force for the Security of 
ſuch as having been true, neither to him, nor to their Countrey, 
durſt now truſt neither, but endeavoured to impoſe upon the | pre- 
ſent King, and under the old pretence of his Service, get into 
their own hands a Power to enflave their Countrey ; 4t had been 
worth the Enquiry, how 'it was ſerviceable to the preſent Settle- 
ment ? And who were the Adviſers and principal Agents in it ? 
And certainly ſuch matters as this had been no improper nor un- 
uſual Buſineſs, for the Conſideration of a Parliament. 

The next and greateſt matter of all, of civil Conſideration, was 
tbe long Debate about the Abdication. This took them up little leſs 
than three Weeks time. And though there was reaſon enough 
to declare the Departure of King Fames under his Circumſtances, 
an Abdication of the Government, he having before notoriouſly 
endeavoured the Subvetſion of the Conſtitution, actually, in 4di- 
vers great Inſtances, violated the fundamental Laws, given juſt 
cauſe of War to the Prince, and of Defence and Vindication of 
their Rights to the People; and after all, by recalling the Writs 
for a Parliament, refuſed a Legal Determination of the matters'in 
Queſtion : all which make it plainly, rather the flight of a,Crimi- 
nal from Juſtice, than of' an Innocent man metns cauſa, '& cam 
anims revertendi ; and a Cefſion or Dereliction-of the Goyern- 
ment in Fa, which his deliberate Violations declare” he had be- 
fore deſerted in Aﬀettion. Yet as if they indeed laid the whole 
ſtreſs upon the Departure ; and the other matters charged againſt 
King James, were not criminal 'or puniſhable, much: -as;in his 
Miniſters, *Counſellours, and Accomplices, /or at-leaſt '\Goubted their 
own Authority as a Parliament, ze one''of thoſe, who 'by [their 
wicke1 Councels and Compliances, betrayed not only their 'Coun- 


trey, but their King himfelf, whom they -pretended to.ſerve, .in- 


ro 
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ts ſuch Miſchiefs as were like' to'haye been fatal to both, (what- 
ever yet” may come of it,) hath "yer been brought to condign pu- 
niſhment, or ſo much as called is ©neſtion upon a fair Tryal : quite 
contrary to all the Praftice 'of our Anceſtours ; who always pu- 
niſhed the Counſellours,: Miniſters, and Agents, unleſs in extra- 
ordinary Caſes, direly tending'to'the Deſtruction or Subverſion 
of the Government, as this did, | 
- And whereas upon ſuch a Reyolution, one of the moſt neceſ- 
ſary things to be done, eſpecially when meeting with ſuch oppoſi- 
tion as this hath, and is -yet: like to do, is ro remove, as much as 
may ' be, ' all Occaſions' of * Difference, and' unite all Parties ina firm 
Agreement, for 4- mutual Aſſiſtance in civil Matters, fach hath 
been the. Jealouſies, © Animoſities, and prepoſterous Zeal of ma- 
ny, that a great part of the moſt ſober and ſerious People of 
this Nation, are to this day kept out /of the Service of their 
Country, ' and the moſt 'debauched and profligate freely let in; 
and let in with the groſleſt Profanation of Sacred things, that 
hath, I think, been known 'in any Chriſtian Nation ; and no Ex- 
pedient can yet be agreed on, though in a matter of ſo great Im- 
portance. | 

And to ſumm up all that belongs to this Conlideration of the 
Parliament;'in one word, They have been all along infeſted with 
a Spirit of Diviſion, ſo prevalent among them, that they have 
ſcarce done one brave and cleyer Action, nor ſo much as enqui- 
red to any purpoſe, into the Cauſes and principal Authors of 
the evil Management of our Afﬀairs, ever ſince they met. 

Should we come nearer to the King himſelf, and enquire into 
the more ſecret Proceedings of his Privy Council, and great Mini- 
ſters of State, 'tis poſſible we ſhould come ſo much the nearer yet 
to the Fountain-head of much of this Unhappineſs : For it muſt 
all have been either the Effet or Diſappointment of their Coun- 
ſels. But ſuch an Enquiry 1s a buſineſs ſo proper for the grand 
Inqueſt of the Nation, that it is fit to be left to themto do it ef- 


' fectually. 


But as for the King himſelf, this is apparent tothe World, That 
the embroiled, if not loſt condition of Ireland, and the loſs of this 
Summer's Aſſiſtance to his Confederates, is a great Eclipſe and 
Diminution-of that Honour which the ſucceſs of his former Pro- 
ceedings had acquired ; and was of ſo great Importance to him 
for the farther Progreſs of his Afﬀairs. - 

| But 
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. Aut l need not! proceed faxthar-anſoiuegratefal & SMbjeN 3the 
Inftances. I have already. prod are ſufhicient. +401 ſhew: a; crews 
and unhappy Change in-the Conrie. and Progreſs of. our \Affairs, from 
ſo ſmooth and proſperous, that Sormidable: Armies could give ng 
check or interruption, but vaniſhed like' Smoke before the, Wind; 
to {fo rough and diſturbed, and:that! £6; utiiverſal in; all} that nei- 
ther Abroad nor at Home, at Sea os at' Land; inc: Gountry- or in 
Council, do we find any chearful' Face of Aﬀairs, but 'every- 
where Rubs, Impediments, Failures and Difappointments, and 
our way. fenced-up. that we cannot.” paſs. : 15 1 HU 2h ts 5 
Sq great a change as. this, is:enongh te: move.-the curjofity of 
an  unconcerned:.Spefator; to: enquire into; the-.erm Convent 
much more ought our own. Concern/to-moye .us to ry Sena no 
leſs care and diligence, ,than a $kilful and: faithful Chirurgion 
would uſe, in the ſearch of ſame dangeraus Wound ar;:Saxe; Nor 
would it be hard to. diſcaver the particular, immediate Cauſes of 
many. of theſe things 3 but to..reſt it; thems /would; prove but a 
ſhalow-and ſuperficial Speculation; and- the Application of means 
for the redreſs of them alone, could not be expected to haye: bet- 
ter effect than the application of a Plaiſter to a deep and-ulcerous 
Wound, Here is 1o great: a concurrence of ſo. many and various 
evil Symptoms; . and: particular zmmediate , Cauſes: conſpiring; tp 
croſs. and difappoint-us, as is a-plain; Indication of ſome more-- 1% 
cret and powerful common Caulſe influencing all. They are Men 
of no very ctear (but clouded) Minds, or of no very ſtrict Obſer- 
vation, who having any conſiderable time been converſant with 
Men and Bulineſs in the, World; do not. feel in themſelves, and 
perceive -in.others, that the moſt minute Concerns'of Men, are-un- 
der the CondueQ and Regiment of certain.invifible Powers, Though 
Providence and Induſtry often ſucceed, yet we ſee them often de- 
feated ; and lucky and unlucky Hits,_ as we call: them, and thoſe 
many times unaccountable, preyail above-and againſt both ; and 
- that not once or twice, but in a-long/ courſe: together. | And. bad 
we but the underſtanding of Balaam's Aſs, we might diſcern, that 
an Angel of the Lord'is ſtanding/in our way to:ſtop our; Progreſs ; 
- and that this great Change, is indeed MutarraDextrg | Ajiſurn,., 1/- 
 racl: hath-ſinned and tranſgreſſed, and therefore. cannot proſper. 
- Qur ſtrength is departed from us,-and-we! arefiecome: likejother 
. Men : Neither will it return, unleſs the Curſed Fhingþe found out 
and removed. This. therefore is/our ' buſinteks, » which this change 
of: Succeſs loudly calls us to, to find out the Sin that keeps oo. 
things 
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things from us, and to diſſipate the Cloud that intercepts the be- 
nigh Influences of Heaven. And to that end, it will be fit to re- 
turn tothat Period of the Revolution, the Exit of King Famer, 
and the Arrival of the Prince at the Royal Palace, and the Con- 
fines of the Metropolis of the Nation, and conſider what Indica- 
tions haye ſmce occurred. 

Here he was met and attended by moſt of the Nobility, and a 
numerous concourſe of the Gentry, and People of all Ranks and 
Qualities, from all parts of the Nation. And the very next Lord's 
Day, were the following Admonitions very feaſonably given to 
him, and to all then preſent, from the Pulpit ; and foon after by 
his Highneſs's ſpecial Command, to all others from the Prefs, by 
a Perſon of great Name, who having ſhewed from the amazing 
Concurrence of Providence in the late Revolution, that 'it was 
the Lord's doing, he makes ſome RefleFions upon it. 


 . One whereof he thus Expreſſeth : 
P. 22. If we will carry on and perfet} this Marvellous Work of God, 
ave muſt ſtudy to be ſuch, that God may not repent him of the good 
which he ſeems to bave prepared for us. While we are under ſuch an 


bappy Influence of Heaven, we muſt not raiſe up ſuch an Interpoſition 


berween it and 1s, as may not only make us loſe this happy Opportunity, 
but turn it to aCurſe by the ill uſe we may make of it. 


Another he exprefleth in theſe Words : 

P. 20. If this work of God poſſeſs us with the Veneration which ts 
due to it, We ought not to ſtop the courſe of it, till it has had its full 
Effet ; nor to daub matters by ſlight and palliating Remedies. We 
ſee now before m the moſs GLORIOUS BEGINNING ff 
a noble change of the whole face of Afﬀairs, both with relation to Re- 
ligion, and T Peace of Europe, that 2e could have wiſh'd for. It 
is ſo far beyond our Hopes, that .we durſt ſcarce let our Wiſhes go ſo 
far : We may, if we are not wanting to cur ſelves, and to the Con- 
ſunttures before us, hope to ſee that which may be according to the Pro- 
pherick Stile, termed a New Heaven, and a new Earth, But if a 
Spirit of Fealouſie and Murmuring ,. of Impatience and Fatticn , and 
of returning to that out of which God bas ſo ſignally extricated us, 
grows up; ſo that inftead of reaping the Fruits that we have now in. 
Proſpet, we have not Souls big enough, nor Hearts good enough to caxry 
this on to Perfection, then we -may juſtly fear our being Delivered up 
to all thoſe Evils from which we will not be healed, &c.' 'And a __ 
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tle after, There as ſcarce any Indication more certain of the Sins f a 
Nation being grown up to that height, that it muſt be deſtroyed, than 
the Miſcarriage of ſo great a Delrverancc as God hath wrought for we, 
which will be an Eternal Blot on the Wiſdom of the Nation, 8c. 

Again, P. 24. In order to the preventing the return of the like Evils, 
we muſt avoid the Relapſing into the like Sins, Ii z neither the Union 
nor Wiſdom of Councils, nor the Strength of Fleets or Armies, that 
will ſecure us from the Tudgments of God, which we may expett 
will fall upon us with an extraordimary redoubling , of ſeven times 
heavier than any thing that we have yet ſeen or known, if thoſe that are 
filthy will be filthy fill —— If Men think that their Fears are over, 
and that therefore they may give themſelves up to work Wickedneſs 
without reſtraint ; then we may juſtly expe} a return of the like, if 
not of greater Miſeries. 

And toward the Concluſion : P. 31. If in all that we do, we take 
n0t care to have God ever on our ſides, it will be eaſie for him to blaſt 
all Councils, and to defeat even the greateſt and beſt laid Deſigns. 
We have now before our Eyes one of be frenalleſt Inſtances that us in 
any Hiſtory, of the Initability of all human things, 8c. Perhaps, 
ſome may imagine that we are (afe, becauſe we cannot be daſhed on 
the ſame Rock, about which we ſee ſo great @ Shipwreck: But alas! 
If we provoke God: to hide his Face, and to withdraw ha Prote&ion 
from us, his Ways are paſt finding out : He can bring Ruine and De- 
ftruftion on us from that Hand, from which perhaps we apprehend the 
leaſt. If Proſperity and Succeſs blow any up, and make them forget 
God, and all the Vaws that they made to him, he will never want 
Means and Methods to make them return to themſelves, and to remem- 
ber him. h 

To theſe I will ſubjoyn one more delivered by the ſame Per- 
ſon upon the Solemn Occaſion of the Coronation ,' in theſe 
Words : 

Page 3. Thoſe who are raiſed up to a high Eminence of Dignity, 
are ſo much the more accountable both to God and Man, not only for 
all the Ill, which either they themſelves, or others atting in their Name, 
or by their Example may bave done ;, but likewiſe for all the Good which 
they might bave done, but did not.. And as they have much to anſwer 
for to God, ſo likewiſe Men expett much from them, &C. 

Theſe are all truths, and fo plain truths, that there needed 
no extraordinary Spirit of Propheſie to reveal them : and yet I 
_ doubt not but we may fay truly, This ſpake he not of himſelf, but 

being o:dered to preach on ſuch an occaſion, he propheſied. If we 
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believe that this great work was the Work of God, in whoſe hand 
are the hearts of all men, why ſhould we queſtion but he who 
direted the Wind at Sea, directed alſo now at their arrival here, 
the motions of this man's heart to {o ſeaſonable and neceſſary Ad- 
monitions for the farther promotion of that Work, which he had 
fo eminently favoured hitherto? And-the great change in the 
Progreſs of Afﬀairs, which we have ſince ſeen, confirms the ſame, 
inaſmuch as it ſhews the Admonitions to have been not a litcle 
neceſlary. And if that be fo, itis the more likely that ſome Miſcar- 
r:iage there hath been, contrary not only to certain Duties, but to 
ſome ſuch particular expreſs Admonition; which is agreat'aggra- 
vation of hat fault, which hath had the unhappy effe& to raiſe 
x > an Interpoſition between the happy Influence of Heaven 
and us. 

The next thing then to be enquired, is, Whoſe, and what this 
Miſcarriage may be ? The Perſons concerned in the Succeſs and 
Management, both were the Prince himſelf, his Counſellors, Mi- 
nifters, and thoſe about him, and among them he eſpecially who 
gave thoſe Admonitions, the Convention, the Army, and the 
Navy ; in the Succeſs alone the People of theſe Nations, the 
Church of Erglaud, and the Confederates beyond Sea, whole 
Deſign is as much affe&ed with it, as the Concern of any other ; 
But whoever elle might be concerned in the Fault, becauſe the 
Prince was not only principally concerned in the Succeſs and 
Management both, but had before been made fo glorious an In- 
{trument, that nothing could ſtop his Advance, it is not reaſona- 
ble to believe that he ſhould have been at all deſerted by the pro- 
pitious Powers of Heaven, without ſome Offence given by him- 
ſelf, either by his own Ac or Negle&, or by Participation with 
ſome other. And to diſcover that what ic might be, isa matter 
of great importance, and requires no leſs Fidelity in any Man to 
endeavour it, than Skill to do it eftectually ; Fidelity to God, to 
himſelf now King, to his Countrey, and Good-will to a moſt 
juſt and honourable Cauſe, and to all concerned init. And all 
this I hope is ground enough for plain dealing. 

I cannot think of this King without thinking alſo of his Prede- 
ceſſors in the Throne of theſe Kingdoms, from whom he is per- 
ſonally deſcended, and now ſucceeds in their Eſtate: Had he 
been only perſonally deſcended from them, he had not been 
ſo far concerned inthe Fate of their Family ; but having now ac- 
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cepted their Seat and Right, he theret ſucceeds in their Obli. 
gations, and mult either diſcharge their Debt by Reformation of 
what they have in that capacity done amiſs,. or bear their Iniqui- 
y, and ſucceed alſo in their Puniſhment. They had all the 
Favour of Providence in their acceſs tothe Throne, and ſome of 
them in a ſpecial manner,even beyondtheir Expectation or Hope; 
but none more than this: But they all deſerted imprudently the 
ConduR,and ungratefully the Service of that benign Providence, 
and following. their own ways, were thereupon eſerted by it; 
and Rehoboamr like, left to the unſound and pernicious Counſels of 
Flatterers, and unfaithful ſelf-ſeeking Favourites, who, for their 
own ſiniſter ends divided the Common Cauls, and fet up a ſepa- 
rate Intereſt of Prerogative againſt. Law, and King againſt the 
People, and turned the Court and Church into a Combined Fa#;- 


o# This hath been the Stumbling-Stone, and Rock of Offence- 


toallthe former; and I know not any thing that can be more 


dengerous to this, and if he be not well aware of it, to the re-. 


mainder of that Royal Family, if not to Monarchy it ſelf in this 
Nation. 
This is-a matter of fo great conſequence for the Peace and Pro- 
ſperity both of King and People, to-be well underſtood, that it 
eſerves a more particular Conſideration. And theſe rv Obſer- 
vations will make it very plain and apparent. 1. It 'is certain, 
that by the Conſtitution of our Government the King can lega- 
ly do very little, but by the Advice of ſome Legal Council: The 
Councils by whoſe: Advice he is: to proceed, are, 1: The great 
Council of the Kingdom, the Parliament. 2. The Lords, who 
are Conciliaris Nati. 3. The King's Council for Matters of Law, 
anciently conſiſting of other and more perſons, beſides the Judges 
and Serjeants,. than now are conſulted with : And, 4. The Pri- 
uy Council. But Secret Cabals and Cabinet Councils of Favourites, 
are neither agreeable to the Engliſh Conſtitution, nor have been 
ever ſucceſsful, but always pernicious and deſtructive to ſuch 
Kings as have moſt relied on them. In what is done by Advice 
of Legal Council, the King isalways, and ought to be excuſed. 


and the Adviſers anſwerable for it : But what is done by illegal-. 
Councils, is imputed tothe King himſelf, and uſually produceth 


Diſcontents in the People. And of this was King Charles II: 
very ſenſible, when in Hs Declaration Dated April 20. 1679. 
he tells the Privy Conncil, He is ſorry for the ill Succeſs be hath 
found in this Courſe, and: ſenſible of the ill- Poſture of Afairs, from 


that 
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that, and ſome uuhbappy Accidents, which have raiſed great Fealow 
fies and diſſatisfattion. among bis good Subjefts, and thereby left the 
Crown Government in a condition too weak for thoſe dangers we 
bave reaſon to fear both at home and abroad. And then declaring 
his Hopes that thoſe evils may be prevented by a courſe of wiſe and 
fteady Counſcls for the future, and theſe Kingdoms grow again to make 
ſach a figure as they have formerly done in the World, and as they 
may always do, if our UNION and CONDUCT were equal 
to onr Force: and his Reſolution to that end to lay aſide the uſe he 
had made of any ſingle Miniftry or {raves Adviſers, and to conſti- 
tute ſuch a Privy Council as for number and choice may be fit, and 
to govern by conſtant Advice of ſuch a Council, together with the fre- 
quent uſe of his great Council of Parliament ;, he adds, which he takes 
zo be the true Ancient -Conlkitution of this State and Govern- 
ment. The Mode was before, and ſoon taken up again, to 
draw the Orders, matters of greateſt Moment being firft refolved 
in a private Cabal, as made by the King in Council, inſtead of 
by Advice of the Council ; and to prefix the Names of all preſent, 
inſtead of each, who conſented to them, ſubſcribing his own ; 


{o that none could. be charged-with -what was done but the King 


himſelf; which was no leſs prejudicial to theKing and Kingdom, 
than contrary to ancient cuſtom and the good Polity of our An- 


ceſtors. 
The other Obſervation is:this ; What at firſt, and for ſome time 


was ordered by the Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, the Clergy in proceſs 


of time aſlamed to themſelves -to order alone : and what was* 


then done by the Common Council'of the Clergy, the Biſhops af: 
terward allumed to themſelves alone with their Chancellors. 
Andin ſome Ages after the gs of Rome made the like Encroach- 


ments upon the Right of all, eſpecially in matters of-molt advan- 


tage, as the difpoling-of Biſhopricks. &c. At laſt Hen. 5. with us 
perceiving the injuſtice of the Papal U ſurpations, inſtead of reſto- 
ring things to the right and original Inſticution, ſo far prevailed 
with his Parliament, as to get all annexed to the Crown. And 
no doubt this was thought a ſpecial acquiſt, and much for the 
advantage of the King and his Succeflors : but it proved like ill- 
gotten goods a pernicious morſel. For it ſoon excited che moſt 
aſpiring of the Clergy to ſeek by Flatteries to obtain their Favour, 
who had the diſpoſal of the great Preferments of the Church, 
This ſoon produced falſe Notions concerning the Royal Power; 


andthe Intereſt of thoſe who deſigned that Profetliion made thoſe 
Notions 
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Notions eafily ſwallowed without much examination ; till at laſt 
the very Youth in the Univerſities were levened with them : and 
being early ſeaſoned therewith, they could not but take dee 

root in many honeſt and well-meaning perſons. Again, this mu 

needs have the like influence upon.-Kings, who are of themſelves 
as apt to aſſume as Flatterers are to attribute, whatever tends to 
the enlargement of their Power. On the other fide, the greateſt 
part of the Nation, that is, all-who have no temptation to Flatte- 
ry, well knowing their own Rights, could not be wheadled out 
of them with miſtaken Names and groundleſs Notions. And 
from theſe two Roots have ſprung that combined Fa#ion, which 


| hath fo long and often occaſioned the ſhaking this Throne with 


fuch violent concuffions, and will undoubtedly overturn it, if 
things be not reſtored in time to their right order. 

And to prevent ſo great a miſchief, it may be farther fervice- 
able to obſerve the difference between this Faction, or the Fa#i- 
615 Church of England, and the true Church of England. For as the 
Church of Rome arrogates to it ſelf the Name and Title of Ca- 
tholick, and excludes all others who are not of that Communion 
from any right to it, and yet is it ſelf at beſt but a part of that 
which is indeed the Catholick Church ; 1o the great Zealots for this 
Faction, under the Name of the Church of England, will hardly 


deign the Name of Church of England-Men, to any who run not 


to the ſame exceſs with themſelves; though if the matter be 
rightly computed, they will not be found ſo great a part of thoſe 
who do juſtly come under that denomination, much leſs of the 
People and Strength of this Nation, as they may ſeem to ſome, 
and would be thought to be. For of thoſe who are not inferior te 
any either in Contormity to the Church, both in Dodrine and 
Worſhip, and that not out of any ſneaking or crafty compliance, 
but judgment and choice ; or in true Loyalty and Fidelity to the 
King in his Juſt and Legal Rights; they are as little inferior in 


"| Number or Intereſt, who notwithſtanding, preferring Chriſtia- 


nity it ſelf before any particular Church, and a complete genuine 
{Loyalty to the entire State and Conſtitution, before a partial 
pretended Loyalty to any Party in it, do not think themſelves 
obliged, cither by any Duty to the :preſent Church, to neglect 
the great Duties of Chriſtianity, Charicy, and reaſonable con- 
deſceniion in things indifferent 3 or by my Reverence to Ance- 
ftors, to neglect what is neceſlary art this time, as well for Peace 
and Unity, as for Supply and Improvement of what they them- 


ſelves 
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felves had begun, and declare was not then compleat and perfe&: 
Or laſtly, by any partial Loyalty, or evenOath of Fidelity to the 
King (which extends but to his juſt Rights, and: choſe too for the 
benefit of the whole, ſo that he cannot alienate or alter them at 
his own pleaſure) todeſert the Rights of their Country, and the 
confeſſed true ancient Conſtitution of the State and Government. 
And theſe ſolid Principles being grounded upon Truth and Juſtice, 
wherein another great part of the Nation 1s equally concerned, 
mult needs vroval at laſt againſt the falſe pretences of a violenc 
Faction, which hath no other ſupport but Ambition, Avarice and 
jars animated by the Favour or Compliance of a flattered, 
eafie, and deceived Prince, though they create no little diſtur- 
bance for ſome time, for the enjoyment of their great beloved 
Diana. Befides, if we conſider the tendency of the Motions of the 
Divine Providence at this time, it is not likely that our Lord will 
much longer ſuffer ſuch unprofitable Servants in his Vineyard,buc 
{pue the Laodicean Faftion out of his mouth, unleſs they ſpeedily 
mend their manners. But to return : 

The Arm of God, that is, his Divine Providence, was not leſs 
apparent in that Revolution, which reſtored King Charles II than 
in this, which hath brought this'King to the Throne ; nor leſs 
obliging. Nor were the opportunities then leſs than now,which 
were put into his hands to have made himſelf and theſe Kingdoms 
happy ; but he, inſenſible of that Illuſtrions Providence, and re- 
gardlefs of his Word, gave up himſelf to Senſuality, airy Phan- 
fies, and crafty Policies, and moſt ungratefully by an evil Ex- 
ample, transfuſed a torrent of all kind of Vice, Frand, Injuſtice, 
Profaneneſs, Contempt of Religion, and all manner of impudenc 
Wickednels, all over the Nation. And all this deſcended as: a 
charge upon bx Succeſſer, either to be expunged and diſcharged 
by ſolemn Humiliation and effectual Reformation, or to be an- 
ſwered and born by himſelf in the Meaſure of Puniſhment and 
- Affliction to. be laid upon him. But this-was a matter which 
had too much of the Influences and Approbation of his own par- 
ty, tO be checked or reſtrained by him. On-the contrary, it was: 
by him aggravated with additions of ſuch violences and bare-fac'd 
bold illegal attempts, and thoſe for ſo ungrateful an end, the re- 
{titution of the Romiſh Abominations, as-his Brother had either 
more confideration, or leſs courage, than ever to venture upon, 
till the Land caſt him out ; thoſe' very Perſons who had balſzly 
herrayed him into thoſe Miſchiets, by pretences of Loyalty, . and 
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magnifying Prerogative above the Law atid the Truth, ahd by 
flattering Addreſſes, being many as forward as any to conſpire 
againſt him, when their ewn' Intereſt was touched, and others ts 
come into the prevailing Party; and will likewiſe betray, who- 
ever they are, who ſhall truſt or rely upon thein. | 

This was the State in which the Prince as bus Arrival found this 
Kingdom : And if this was the marvellous Work of God to bring 
him hither, we may eaſily perceive from hence what was the 
Prince's Work for which he was brought. Shall we think ic was 
to drive out Popery and Arbitrarinels, that we might enjoy our 
Rights, and therewith the greater Liberty to profane a purer Re- 
ligion, and by impudent violation of it, bring all Religion into 
contempt? No, no, theſe were but fuch Accefſions of the prin- 
Cipal Evil, as made way for the-Eje&ion of that unhappy deluded 
Prince, as well for negle& of his Duty, in not reſtraining the 
over-ſpreading-Impiety,and Wickednels of the Nation, as for his 
own additional tranſgreflions. And it after all it benot now re- 
formed, it will certainly prove fuch a Canker and Root of bit- 
terneſs, as will ſoon grow up to produce the like evil fruit again 
of it ſelf, without any ſuch Additionals. For can any one. imaging 
that the Abominations of Debauchery and Impiety can be leſs 
offenfive to the moſt Holy God, chan the Abominations of Pope- 
ry? Or that the Popiſh Superſtitions, Errors, and Impoſtures, 
can be more offenfive to.him, than impudent and preſumptious 
violation, and notorious profanation of a purer Religion, and 
open contempt of all ? If not, then the Reformation of thoſe Im- 
pieties and Wickedneſs, which have.over-ſpread the Nation; but 
eſpecially the Nobility and Gentry, and moſt of all the Army, 
which ſoon ſubmitted to him, was a ſpecial and principal part of 
his Work, which he was conducted, and asit were, led. by the 
hand to do. And therefore plainly without more ſaying, by neg- 
le& of this was the Fault committed: In this was the ffop pur to 
the courſe of this Work of God : This was the Good which might 


' bawve been done, but was not, and is therefore to be. accounted for 


both to God and Man : "This neglect, it being one of the great 
Sins of the former Kings, was therefore now a Relapſe into the 
ſame : This was a neglect, of Care to have God ever on our ſide : 
And by this was the Interpoſition raiſed between the happy influ- 
ence of Heaven and us: A Fault commicted againſt a great Duty, 
after ſo admirable a Divine Condudt to it, and ſo many exprels 
and weighty Cautions and Admonitions. 


And - 


| (2 ) 

And yet this isnot- all, for the ſame Divine Providence; which 
ſo ſeaſonably gave hit theſe- Admonirions by one, as ſeaſonably ſent 
' him a Specimen of a Declaration againſt Debauchery by another, with 
no mean motives, cloſely couched in a ſhort Letter. It was com- 
poſed according to the Prince's Authority, and the State of Afairs, 
As it then was; the expreſſions of Command directed only to the 
Armies and Soldiery, who were properly ſubjef to his Command; 
what had reſpe& to the Civil Magiſtrate, or future Parliament, in 
expreſſions only of Hope and ExpeCtation. And as much as this 
might have been done by any General of an Army ; but. God, with 
the ſucceſs he had given to him, had given him alſo that authority 
and reſpett in the minds of all Men, which would have extended the 
Eﬀect of ſuch: a Declaration to thoſe to whom it was not direCted ; 
and he would alſo undoubtedly, had the Prince but firſt declared,and 
then ſhewed his teſolution, by diſtributing his Fayours according 
to Mens Conformity thereunto, have made all as quietly comply 
therewith, as he made the Army ſnbmit to his Power, and have 
made this ſecond Atchievement no leſs glorious to him than the 
former, not only fer confirmation, but augmentation alſo of his Ho- 
nour and Avthority. His very Preſence ſhould have diſperſed the 
' wickedneſs of this Nation 3 and the Divine Preſence ſhould have 
continned with him, and have given him Reſt and Happineſs. 
Bur'here was the Fault ; an unhappy, though ([ hope) not yet fa- 
tal, Fault committed, | | 

The wiſe Governonr of the World, whom he calls ont to any 
ſpecial Service, them he uſually, if not alwaies, leads to ſome ſpe- 
cial Trial of their Fidelity; wherein if they acquit themſelves well, 
he makes them afterward very happy and proſperous ; but- if il}, 
either wholly lays them aſide, or leaves them to great difficulties, 
til they recover themſelves by Repentance, and ſome yery gene- 
rous Att of- Fidelity. This Declaration was preſented to him the 
ſame day in the morninggon which the Lords in the Afternoon pre- 
ſented him with' an Addreſs to accept of the Adminiſtration till a 
free Parliament could be aſſembled. - That both theſe Propoſals 
were preſented to hin on the ſame day, was not without the dif- 
poſal of the Divine Providence. The one was for the Honour and 
Service of God, the other in-appearance for his own Honour ; and 
both made up a plain complear Tryal. And thelater he accepted, 
but the former hath been negle&ed'to this day. The canſe of ſuch 
negle@ is principally either the Faſcination of Proſperity , which 
difpoſeth Men to forget God, or the Re of Worldly Wiſ- 
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dom, which betrays them to forſake him, and apply themſclres to 
ordinary ſenſible means tadecure what. they d Dt Ct preferr be- 
fore him. Whentheſe two meet, they make 2 trons, emptation ; 
but agaiaſt both. he .had the freſh experience of the Fayour of God, 
and "of the irreſiſtible Power. of the Divine Providence over him, 
and-makigg al things cafie and plain before him.; and this made 
the Fault the greater and more. inexcuſable. 

Nor is, this ſo ſmall and inconſiderable, a. matter as ſenſual Men 
may be apt.to think it, which.poſlibly may be the better perceived: 
af we take notice more diſtinftly of the ſeveral particular Ingredients 
comprehended 'in_ it, and how aptly certain. like partzenlars, af 
which.the unhappineſs of this Chayge.is.compaſed, do correſpond. 
to them, And, firſt, if we conſider, it as a ;Neg/e# of, Duty, and 
Deſertion, for the preſent, of a,principal part of che Wark,to which 
he was led in ſo extraordinary, a manner by the propitious Pro- 
vidence of God, ts it.not-as plain, that ,that,propitious Provyie 
.dence, which, before, made. his. Progrels poles NN {mnooth, eaſic, 
and ſacce6ful,. hath .in like ;raanner ſince either, deferred, or ſo 
negle&ed-his affairs, thatalh have either gone back, Road (till, ar. 
proceeded very. ſlowly ? . Secondly, As.this .Neglett was, allo a mat: 
ter of Unfaithfulneſs in his. Loard's.Sexvice, in-whichibe-was as a ſpe- 
cial Inſtrumeng, employed and; intruſted.; ſo, never . was .Unfaith- 


falneſs .more-aotorious, than in the .occurrences of this laſt year, 


in ſuch as were employed and intruſted under him, as.is common- 
ly believed, and {ball bediſcovered in its cauſes hereafter. T bird- 
ly, lt was.a Negleft of his Hozor, who had conferred, by {0 extra- 
ordinary ſucceſs, ſo. much; Honour and Reputation upon him + and 
fuch change of ſucceſs-is . uſually. attended with. propartionable di- 
muigution of Honour and. Reputation, LZefy, Here was (che Root 
of all) a. Defertson- of Dependense and Truſt, in that potent Proyi- 
dence: which. had favoured him hitherto in ſo extraordinary.a man-- 
ner, and recourſe. to deceitful -Worldly Fiſdom. It was the Un- 
happineſs of King Zames I. that after an admirable Deliverance 


from an hazcid Papitk-Conſpiracy, ready foriexecution, he applied 


himſelf.firſt. ro. connivance , and at .laft'to afſaciation with Pa- 
paſts. for his ſecurity 3. which, contrary ta his expeftation, proved - 
the original of all the miſghtefs which. have ſiace befallen his Family : 
So. likewiſe this Prince,;.afrer as great an experience of the Divine 


Providence -over bim, leſt -the Kingdom ſhauld return. to. Kii 


Fames, thought to. deal wiſely with them, and (after Hyuſha:'s 
vice) defer this great Work, firſt til the Kingdom ſhould be ſct- 


zied, and then when be was proclaimed King, till Ireland aud 


(23) 
be reduced, and he ſhould have a ſufficient Power (Can Arm of 
\Fleſh ) to do. it effectually, and in the mean. time try what effect; 
a good example.and kindneſs, intruſting 'thetn-with Offices and 
Employments1n State, Army, -and Nayy, would have upon fach 
vitious Peeple in the. end, which'in like manner, co to his 
expettation, hath:proved the original of alt 'the Immpediments and 
Dilgppointments 1n. his affairs, 'O that my Pedgle badbenurkened nnto 
me, 4nd lirael bad walked in my ways ! 1 ſhould ſoon have ſubdued their 
Enemies, and turned ny hand ag anift their | faries. The Haters 
of the Lora (theProfane and: ) fhould' have ſubmitted them- 
fans. wnto lim: bat their tinge fionld have endured for ever. Pf. $1.13. 
by - ont the' Loid have effabliſhed *thy King dons npen Iſrael for ever. 
i IR, be ONES» | 
Fhis was the Root of the Khiſcarriage « Huſt tho not procured this 
wito thy ſelf, in that thow aft forſaktn the Lord thy God, when be led 
theerbey the way? Jer, 2.147, From hence hath plainly proceeded 
this. great :chayge: of the former proſperous conrſe of Aﬀairs into 
ſa diſturbed, impedited,. and unſucceſsfal, even'by's natural Chain 
of Cauſes after the ficft breach, burthoſe moved and promoted (by 
the Divine Permfſtien) by other inviſible Powers than thoſe whic 
gave that great ſucceſs before. The prefence of ſo favourable a 
Providence, ought to have been anſwered with # ' wnadle- 
Magnanimity, Refolution, and Co ; in-1 e upott: 
that Divite Power ; but in ſuch a caſe to ſtoop to complimmee to 
thoſe who ought to have been awed and ſubdaed; is diſhenourable, 
and; a great e to theſe Divine: Powers : And- if thoſe be-once 
provok'd to withdraw, -a man links prefently-ynder the Power of 
them, who otherwiſe ſhould have 'been ſabje& to- him. And by 
this Fauſt, without doubr, and his acceptance of their Stare; did 
this Prinee enter into the Fate of bis Anceſtors of this Nation, and 
will! be daily more and-more involved therein, untiFig either prove ' 
farat to him; or he by 'Repentance, and fome magnanimous and re- 
ſolute change of his courſe and merhods, extricate bitſelf. - 
Andy is very: obſervable; thathe nor only fell' by che fame Sin, 
but ſell into the very ſame Faltion, which for the four laſt Reigns 
fuccefiively, have by theic Flatterics of Princes for their private ad-- 
vantage, and provocations: of the People, by Tricks, illegal'Pro- 
jects and Pradtices, brought all thoſe miſchiefs which we have ſeen 
and felt upon: both : Whereas both civil Prudence, and Duty to 
God, 5, e- Fidelity to thecondutt of his Providenee, required that” 
he ſhould have maintained the ys 148 and' Authority he was 
2 raiſe 
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_ Faiſed to, made himſelf Umpire of- all Parties; tcftrained the Ex 


ceſſes, -and diſcouraged the Inſolenices - of each, and with a mixture 
of Authority and equal ;Kindnels to all, reduced them as' near as 
might-be-to an Union, or at leaſt to a mutual agreement in matters 
of common concern.;;:; But by the | courſe ''of Aﬀairs, he ſeerns to 
have been. cather paſlive than. ative in the 'management thereof 3 
and what Counlels' prevailed therein, ;may by the ſame alſo be per- 
ceived. - {9A \\ EEET | 

. Nor was it only into the ſame Faction that he fell, but into the 
hands of chaſe very 'Perſonr,' who in' the Reign of King Charles 11. 
( far under King Fames. they. were \avertop'd:by- others) were: the 
principal Adviſers and Managers in'theſeiHegal Projetts, andnow 
being conſcious of their own Guilt and Deſert, have by themſelves 
and their tools nok only hitherto obſtrufted Juſtice upon the betray - 
ers of their King and Countrey, to the great diſparagement of the 
preſent Settlement,but animated ſuch a mungrel Party,and therewith 
filled many Offices of the Revenue, Army, and” Navy, as are real 
and hearty neither to this nor the former King, but intending on- 
ly their own ſafety or advantage, are diſpoſed to aCt, as in a doubt= 
ful caſe, ſo.as may beſt ſerve their turn, whichever prevail. And 
from this ſort of People have proceeded moſt of the Rubs and Dif- 
ficulties in our Proceedings ; and among ſach it could: not be hard 


- for {ome of the Agents of King Fames to creep in. 


But as when Men do not cloſely and fully follow the Divine 
Conduct, if they be but a little deſerted by it, and left to them-. 
ſelves, they are immediately expoſed to various miſcarriages z/ ſo 
there was another miſcarriage of his Anceftours into which he likewiſe 
fell, if what is commonly affirmed and believed is true, which - 
proved a great inlet unto all ſorts, and the very worſt of men, in- 
co Offices and Employmeants, and that was permitting the Sale of 
Offices and: Places 3; or granting them at the ſollicitation of fuch as 
dd. it for Money ; and which is worſe yet, ſuch as were ftrangers, 
and utterly unacquainted.with-Perſons: and their Qualities. This 
could not but expoſe, ygxy conſiderable Places to the Agents, not 
only of King 7«mes, . but of the French King, to be purchaſed wth 
his Money, (which of late is become more common here than 
eyer,) no doubt but for his own advantage, He is believed ta haye 
been.a good Chapman to thoſe who were before in Places to do him: 
but ſome particular Service ;.and therefore to get in ſuch as were in- 
tirely at his. ſervice, he would undoubtedly be much more liberal 3 
but eſpecially under. ſuch a junure of. affairs, whea the purchace 

of. 


alackioy 5) "_— 
of our diverſion in 7eland but for this laſt Sammer, was worth, 
for ought T know, as mych'as half this Kingdom.” PET 
Now from ſuch people as by theſe means might be, and undoubt- 
edly were, let into places of great importance, what can be ex- 
pected leſs than all Vnfaithfulneſs and Treacbery imaginable ; and 
what leſs from that, than ſuch Succeſs and Drſappommtments as we 
have met with? And what is a more natural product of that, eſpe- 
cially when it proceeds either immediately, or originally from a 
Man's own overſight or miſcarriage, than Diſhonour and Contempt ; 
or a juſter-provocation of the Divine Majeſty to cauſe or permit it 
to befallthem, than their neglect of: his Honour "_ \ ity He 
ureth Cortempt upon Princes, and weakeneth the ſtrengt the Miph 
. Ay Job 12. Pr. Pal 107. 40. They that Nolte. wsll Fes. 
but they that deſpiſe me,ſhall be lightly effeemed, 1 Sam, 2. 30. So'eaſil 
can the moſt Wiſe and Powerful God, when he pleafeth, each 
a juſt puniſhment ia all circumſtances of Mens miſcarriages to pro- 
ceed even naturally from ſome ſmall” infenſible begtnning in their 
own ations. Thine own wickedneſs ſhall corref} thee, and” thy back= 
ſlidings ſhall reprove thee Know therefore and ſee, &c. Jer: 2:19. © 
And yet to give ſome gentle admonitions, that there was'more 
"than meerly natural in it, he was pleaſed to intermix fome occur- 
ences of a diſtingmſhing Providence : Sach was that brave, undapnt- 
ed, and admirably ſucceſsful Reſiſtence of all the Aſſaules of King 
Fames his force in a cloſe Siege for near Twelve Weeks together, 
by thoſe poor, un«cxperienced, and undiſciplined, but fober and fe- 
rious people of London-derry © Sach the magnanimous and facceſs- 
full Attacks of the Iriſh Forces by thoſe of Innikilling. Whereas 
the Famous General Schomberg, - with all his diſciplin'd Forces'of 
the old Army, and his experiencd and lately ſucceſsfulÞ 
Foreign Forces, had not the power to hurt or attack the rf 
Army, which lay encamped fo long together almoſt by his fide : 
And ſuch was that in Seorland, when one ſingle new-rais'd Regi- 
ment bore the brunt, and defeated the fame Force which before 
Foe beaten the General there, with ſeveral Regiments of the old 
rmy. | 
_ And it is very obſervable to this purpoſe, how little ſerviceable 
either to King Fames in England, or to King Wilkam in” Ireland ;, 
thoſe poor Creatures of that diffolute Army have been, whoſe pro- 
voking fins by a generous mixture of Authority, and Encourage- 
ment.to reform, might have been reſtrained at firſt, and in a grear 
- meaſure cured. to the-Honour of God; and- greater Seryice a _ 
Caule ?- 
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: Ta $1 —— as of them; there lngyiſhing in 
fa ? Ipton and Corporal ago fc et, baye only 'helpeg. 
to conſume our Proviſions, and are daily canſymed by Death, and 
ſwallowed.up. of the + þ the Merciful God. being conſteained 
0 > Burg Ns the Land by ac <ul his ſeyerer Methods, while incon» 


txaments of his milder. A piti- 
fals add ere 4A FR ICH, 4 caunoy think gn. without 
ſad; Reflexions yp0n, hi 


this matter was fo early  recgm- 
mended, with: ng rb mie though very, plain admogitions Ces 
lat his. Station. 


Wet Wen rather. take. notice of this: here, becauſe this Perſun 

Men,. key ta the. Prince, himſelf cancernad ig this 
d-+ regard as\well of the Cixcumſtances he theo was in, as of that - 
ſpecial ecommen tion.of a magzter of Fr g&cAL. 4. conſequenge to 
- bis care, - Whoever was the. Perſon by whom it was recommended, 
i wa uadoubtedly by the;feerex direGion of the ſame, Providence 
bich ,Cixeted his. Admonitions, and. 30. leſs obliged him, than 
thoſe did them to; whom. they were delivered. If he did faithfully | 
tho dd Duty of, bis Circumſtances as -he ought, he bath the 
1e(s toaufh that is an vahappy logredient in. this 


;4ad 


wer for. : But then 


.caſe. But if, he did not, buz inſtead of the perſonal, plain, and 
-powerful Admonitions and Perſyaſions of a..judicipus and faithful 
Divige,. he took up. with the prudengial. Conſiderations of a States- 
may or Politician ; and inſtead of imminding. the- Prince of kis 
great. Duty of attendance, to.the Conduct of that; powerful Provi- 
on which attended him; and of exciting bim to. a m [Imouy 
n of that, gloxiouz work to which ic. ed hin; be-praden- 
7. miſled him to Rop.3 the Bait when. lay in; his; ways and dews 
,'even ſtoop'd to ſych. as, 6ppos'd. him; and by:compliance, 
animate a myngrel Party; he dilabled. the Brince by. lowering: his 
Authority, hath, unhappily, retazded, it. not: defeated a principal 
partof, his Glorious Work, which God. hath. laid; before us, and 
mplt he account able bath-to God and Moan, for-all:the. goad' he; might have 
dong, and did nat, aud far. all the Evil. which hath followed: upon 
this negle& : and the more, becauſe contrary to his own Admonk. 
Ting. .. © 
True Divinity. is. much, different from. the, National Syſtematical 
Uh Polemick,. in, which a, man, may be ty and. have. be- 
485.4 great furniture of other Reading, Oratory, and all kind- of 
| glite Lecarnigg, as they call it, cnough.tae make him look big, and 
| hy. admired in the World, and. yet be: very upskilful is the: other, 
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It is a Diyine cared he.fear of the 
Lord. not -to whe ear in wr pb taup Pang a Divine 
aft lots, ang dy receneln a lp purified Soul ;- which 

It _ "dear diſt} and .true cftimate of the- different: 


& ve and worth of ies: oe Abhorregce of what is really-Evil, 
a Contempt of what. is fo pads and Lee + 2 byt ; ppepend vain,. 
the Porips a0. ages by iet very . odour Ih = 
$15 really » ACCOTGLNg egroes: » God! 
Ce all, and, therefore with .a great care agd- concern for his 
Honour and Service ;. of the bleſſed Creatures aboye vs; 'that they 
ax be atified, and not. grieved or offended 3-and of the Senlsof 
Men hat t they may be x ued'fc WW Perdition;, but-of-the Tem-- 
Cancers of Men, as a Ficgr.to this: :- Directs : it 
to ue as aChild, of. Light, raing what -j5+ acceptable to we 
Lord, and was 1s ip pleaſing:to him. lt is ngt+ to-be:att4jingd by 
Men, whole affe&tions ate þ ea is the-thiogs .of the: World, 
ger! Foes of £nJo enjoyed by fuch as.are iminerſed ip the buſineſs of it :- 
it, no Man, let his natural, Parts. his acquired: 
A ents, his Degree in Holy Orders, and bis Preferments - 
i the Church be what they will,..can .be a txue "Divine; bat is in. 
fruth fo much the greater Impoltor, appearing. in Habit and ex- - 
reryt deg _ Law if 1s 20s Rig rn y 03; antmal man. 
att not having the Irit,  but-in-many-things obnoxi- - 
ous .to- the Impreſſions ds, DA of the ſubtile-Evil one; and 
therefore moſt dangerous to. Princes and; Pexfons | concerned in the - 
great Afﬀairs of the World;-to be relied.-o0n... But: this 1: intend - 
only for a getieral Caution, not.to refle& ypen apy ;particular-per- 


ſon, much feſs him before mentioned; Farl. do-nat know how | 
be may have nia 


But of thaſe abowt tbe King; they who have beemacceſ>ry to this 
Summer's il} ſucceſs, eſpecia "7 .by evil Connſels, .or 'Recommondas- 
tions of evil Men, may be beſt known tomhimſelt. It:is;trve, at-his 


ing on my der.a great diſadvantage, thatube had-net: ſo 
ful knonltige rope neceſſary for. the-Srate of his Af- - 
fairs;'bot | ke wl h been thx buſineſs, -wbich; ſince bath: beep in- a- 
tation, as cannot but. havs given him a. compereat Experzmental 
nowledge of thoſe who have been concerned in the -moſt* impor- 
rant parts thereof, If he do but conſider the.Gucceks of his: Afigivs, 
and then recolle&t by whom,, and whoſe Counſel or -Recommenda- 


tion they were m HPede. 7 gay la a8: re Pexctive the 
Diſpoſitian of t opo-20% and ihe Opn hoy at. 
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' his Minions and Favourites; 'than dbe an' 


( 28 , G | 

Of. the Parliament | have a[tpady mentioned ſome things with res 
ſpe to the unfucceſsfall'and 'retarded-courſe” of our Proceedings : 
We are now enquiring into the Original and firſt cauſe of this 
great Change, which ts not to be imputed to the King only : The 
Parliament alfo have been Principals in. it, and that by great and 
notorious defects of Religion, Gratitude and” Picty towards God z 
and of Juſtice, CharityProvidence, and Udanimity, and Courage 
for their Country. They are the Repreſentative Body' of the Na- 
tion: To them it belonged to have well conſidered the 'admi- 
rable Metcy and Favour of God in our late Deliverance, and to 
bave made return of real Gratitude, and not put off that with a ſy- 
petficial Formality';z to have well confidered the defiled and fſinfull 
Scate of the Nation, as well as the State of its Aﬀairs, and to have 
endeayoured the Recoyery of the Favour and Bleſſing of God upon 
thoſe, by an effectual Purgation and Reformation of that z and 
to haye begun with ſome good 2 for correCtion of the Pro- 
faneneſs and diſſolute Manners of their own Members ; which 
had'been an'A&t of Charity and Providence for the good of their 
Country and of themſelves, as well as of Religion and Gratitude to 
God. For his Bleſſing 4s not to be expeted upon their Conſultati- 
ons now, till the Impieties and Wickedneſs of their own Members 
be reformed or removed. And to them it belonged alſo to have 
made ſome Examples by Juſtice upon the Betrayers of the Rights 
of their Countrey, as well to aſfert the Juſtice of their own Pro- 
ceedings againſt the late King, as to prevent encouragement to the 
like Practices ſor the future by their Connivance. And to them it 
belonged to have made a timely Enquiry into the Miſmanagement 
of Aﬀaice, whether'by Miniſters, Counſellors, Officers, or by the 
King himſelf; and to have plainly, that is, faithfully repreſented 
the ſame'to the King, and deſired redreſs of what had been done 
amiſs by himſelf, and proceeded againſt the reſt according to their 
deſert, This was their Duty, this had been like a. true _Encbſh 
Parliament . And this doing-we might haye expected Go 5 Blet- 
(ing; for be favours not the Wicked, \For, Foc 6 We. .not 
thei: own Buſineſs. But fucha Puſillanimiry and, Baſeneſs has poſ- 
ſeſled our Parliaments of late, ſince the diffolute Manners were 10 
encouraged by Ch.-Il. that they have been more apt to complement 
away the 951 of their Country, to' gratifie tie, Hymour. of the 
King, an@ the Safety'and Honour of this King himſelf,” to pleaſe 
honeſt it i} ap gener 


rous At forthe preſervation and real benefit of either. | 


_—_ 
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Before I quite leave the Parliament, it may be fit to remember 
the Biſhops, who makea_part thereof, and in this caſe deſerve a- 
ſpecial Conſideration. They are the Chief Governours of this 
Church : To them it belongs by their Office to take care of the 
Manners of the People, to be concerned at great, common and no- 
torious National Sins, to admoniſh and importune the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate 3 and being moreover Members of Parliament, to propoſe 
and promote good Laws, for the Correftion and Reformation 
' thereof. And all Matters of Religion do fo peculiarly belong to 
their Care, that the Neglects before-mentioned in the King, and in 
the Parliament, are with no leſs Reaſon, but rather more eſpecial- 
ly chargeable upon them. And it is an il] fign of the great preva- 
lence of Impiety and Wickednels in the State or Parliament it elf, 
if they durſt not, or of Laodicean Coldneſs and Inſenſibility in them- 
ſelves, if they would not ; for certain it is, they did not do in their 
ſtation in the Houſe, what ſo ſingular a Mercy of God, the fo fin- 
ful State of the Nation, this late great Change we have ſuffered in 
the courſe of our Aﬀairs, and the preſent cloudy Face of things do 
ſo plainly require. Such a Neglect at ſuch a time as this, may 
;nftly move us to reftett upon former Times, and the many and 
great Advantages, Opportunities , Occaſions and Provocations 
they have long had to do good both at home and abroad ; and con- 
ſidering notwithſtanding how little hath been done, to ſuſpeCt that 
Conſtanſtine's Poiſon hath ſome Lethargick , or Narcotick Vertne in 
it to benumb the Nerves, and ſtupify the Spirits and Life of Zeal 
and Devotion in ſuch as taſte but a little too deep of it. And of this; 
to What is already mentioned, I will add Two freſh Inftances of my 
own knowledge : The one of « great Clergy-man, who baving well 
provided for bimſelf in the World before elſewhere, and beſides got- 
ten good Preferment here, could yet permit, though admoniſh'd 
of it, the Propagation of Religion among his own Countrey-men 
togoa begging bere for ſo ſmall a Relief and Aſſiſtance as he him- 
ſelf might very well have ſupplied : The other of ſome dignified Per- 
ſons of conſiderable Note in the Church, who when a well affeted 
Lay-man, out of pity to Forty or fifty Thouſand Souls, bad confi- 
dered and propoſed to have the Care of fo great a Pariſh commitr- 
eed to fome man of a Primitive Chriſtian Diſpoſition, who content- 
.ing himſelf with a reaſonable ſhare of the Profit, wonld have di- 
{tributed the reſt among as many young Curates as it would main- 
tain, Whereby both the needs of the People might have been bet- 
ter ſupplied, ard thoſe Perfons by their mutual advices and zfli- 

E ftanec 


Ws y v- 
a * h % - $4 : : 


( 30 ) 


ſtance in ſuch a Work, the better fitted and prepared for the Cnre 
of Souls in Pariſhes of their own, yet were pleaſed to interpoſe for 
the Preſentation, and ſofar as to obtain it at leaſt from another Com- 
petitor in no commendable manner, for one who had at that time 
a good Parſonage, a good LeCture, and a good Prebend, as a Pre- 
ferment for him. ' 
Such Seuffting for Preferments in the Church 1s a great Scandal to- 
many ingenious Lay-SpeCtators, to ſuſpe@ the Sincerity* of thoſe 
who take upon them to be Preachers of the Goſpel, and yet diſco- 
ver ſo little of the Power and Effefts thereof in their own Actions. And 
this cannot but greatly obſtruct the good effect of all their Preach- 
ing upon ſuch. Itis alſo a great Temptation to one of the greateſt 
and moſt common immediate cauſes of moſt of our Miſchiefs, both 
Publick and Private , Over-valuation and Greedineſs of the Super- 
fluities of the things of this World , which all their Preaching can 
never cure, While it is daily confirmed and heightned, by ſuch Ex- 
amples. And from the ſame root doth proceed all that Pharifaical 
Zeal for the Church, and Jealouſfie and Dread of the leaſt Alteration; 
though never ſo reaſonable and neceſſary, ingmany , who ſhew lic- 
_ tle ſenſe of Religion in any thing elſe, which bath long diſturbed 
both Church and State, and doth at this time expoſe both to dan- 
ger. Theſe things being obſerved , together with ſo great coldneſs 
in the weighty matters of the Law, cannot but cool the AﬀeCtions 
of their beſt Friends to them; and avert the favour both of God 
and Man from them. This therefore we may reaſonably look upon 
as one of the Original and Provoking Cauſes of this Stop and Change 
of the late Hzppy Courſe of Aﬀirs. Thou ſayeſt I am rich and 'in- 
creaſed with Goods,and have need of nothing ; and knoweſt not that theu 
art wretched, and miſerable, and poor, and Blind: Be zealous therefore, 
and repent. | | 
Concerning our Fudges, and Civil Magiſtrates, I have'little to fay : 

Our Courts of Juſtice are ſo well filled with ſuch Perſons,” as the 
Profeſſion of the Law doth not aftord better than moſt of them are; 
only few of thoſe who are in, were more worthily preferred, than 
one, Whom I need not name, was unworthily left ont. His perſo- 
nal Worth doth well qualify him for that Service ; and his ſingular 
Merit, in his generous appearing for the Service of his Country, in 
Occaſions of greateſt difficulty, did moſt juſtly claim it : And how- 


ever it came to paſs, certainly no Man of Vertue and Ingenuity 
would ever oppoſe it. 


But. 
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But becauſe Corruption and Abuſes in great Places, beſides other 
miſchiefs, are of pernicious conſequence by their Example, l think 
fir to take notice of one which deſerves correCtion, becauſe it not 
only concerns divers great Lords, but is obſtinately perſiſted in, 
contrary to the Opinion and Advice of Mr. Attorney himſelf. And 
if the Lords will paſs by ſuch an abuſe to themſelves, I know not 
what people of inferiour quality may expect in time. Ir is the need- 
leſs and illegal Charge they are put to, before they can be inſerted 
intorttre Commiſſion of the Peace of any County for Cuſtos Rotulo- 
rum. I need but name it. 

Asto the Army and Navy, the Seamen are generally honeſt, and 
true to their Country and the Proteſtant Religion, and many among 
them ſober and ſerious p2ople ; but a great part of their Offi- 
cers, and the Land-Army, who were nearet the influence of the evil 
Examples at the Court, are generally fo diſſolute and debauched, 
that it is not to be believed that God will ever be wich them, or 
proſper them, but rather waſte and conſume them, till he has wholly 
purged the Land of them ; and therefore ſo unhappy a company 
of people amongſt us, muſt needs make us unproſperous and un- 
ſucceſsful, till they bSeicher deſtroyed or reformed, 

Concerning the Body of the People of England, tho the unhappy ef- 
fets of the pernicious Examples at Court have reach'd all Ranks and 
Degrees amongſt us, yet have they been moſt prevalent upon ſuch 
as were nearer in degree or converſe toit ; ſo that the lower Ranks 


'of Men, which are moſt numerous, and the ſtrength of the Nation, 


tho not wholly eſcaped, have yet been leaſt corrupted by them 3; 
and were but the Examples of Vertue in onr Great Men now, but 
any way proportionable to what their Examples of Vice have been 
for ſo long paſt, I do not doubt but they would ſoon appear again 
as conſiderable as hetetofore they have done. So that thereis little 
to be noted in them, but what is derived from thoſe above them, 
and is plainly to be imputed, not more to their neglect of goad Ex- 
amples, good Laws, and good Execution, than to the energy of 
their wicked, profane, and impious Examples. And theſe being 
beſides-only paſſive, and concerned only in the Succeſs, not in the 
Management of the Aﬀairs, are not ſo:'much to be conſidered in the 


caſe. Nor ſhall I ſay any thing of our Confederates beyong Sea. 
And therefore to draw up the Concluſion, 


. 
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The CONCLUSION. 


' A S almoſt all the Wickedneſs of the former Reigns proceeded 
originally from thoſe Kings, and Judgment hath been begun 
firſt to be executed upon them 3 fo hath likewiſe the Fault, whereby 
that great Work, whereof this King was called out to be the Glori- 
ous Inftrument in theſe Nations, hath been hitherto interrupted, 
plainly proceeded from himſelf: For by neglect, through prudenti. 
al Connivance, of the Duty to which he was led, and through poli- 
tick Compliance, of the Authority to which he was raiſed, by ſo 
manifeſt a Divine ConduCt, he did not ſo much engage to himſelf, as 
animate againſt his Intereſt, that Party which firſt oppoſed his aſcent 
co the Throne, and afterward by pernicious Counſels, and under- 
hand Dealings, as is believed, impoſed upon him, diſappointed his 
Proceedings, weakened his Reputation, and entangled him in their 
Snares ; Which yet, had he ſteadily followed the Divine Condu&t, 
muſt have ſtooped, and quietly ſubmitted to him. 

And now, if we look forward, there are but 1wo ways before him, 
one plain and direct, the other devious, dangerous, full of precipices 
and-certain miſchiets ; Via Lucs, & Via Tenebrarum ; the Right Way, 
which he left, and this which he hath unhappily choſen, wherein if 
he proceeds, heis like to fall into one of theſe Inconveniences either 
to be dangerouſly undermined by K. James his Party, of which 
are many of the Faction before mentioned,. tho they have ſworn Fi- 
delity to him: or elſe to be irrecoverably engaged with the old In- 
ftruments of Arbitrarineſs, who confidering how ill they have de- 
ſerved oftheir Countrey, can think of no better expedient to cover 
their own former illegal ProjeCts, than drawing the preſent King inte 
a participation with themſelves in the like. 

The natural tendency of this Way to thoſe Ends, is. very appa- 
rent upon a-kumane conſideration : and if we conſider. it with re- 
fpe@t ro the Divine Providence, as we have great reaſon to expect 
apon the Conſiderations before mentioned, ſome Divine Judgment: 
ypon it, ſo none can be more agreeable to the Divine Methods in” 
ſuch a Cafe, than one of thoſe I have now mentioned, that is, ei- 
"ther to give him up to-thoſe Rehoboaw Counſels , which bave 
' beer? fo pernicious to his Predeceſfors in thjs Throne zor- to per- 
mit things to be brought to an £4uilibrium between the two Princes,. 
and by the one way or other put anend to that Family and Go- 
vernment, Which, notwithſtanding all the Methods: which have 
been uſed to reduce them to a ſenſe of their Duty, do ftill con- 
tinue. ſo unprofitable to his. Service, as ſome of them are DO 
ge 
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been Obſtacles and pernicious Adverfaries to it, which yet ſtandy 
undiſcharged upon account againſt their Succeſſours. 

Bat I hope, and-doubr not but the other dire and ſafe way i8 ſtill 
open for him to return unto, only being now ſomewhat more dif- 
ficult, it will require, and deſervedly, ſo much the greater Reſo- 
lation. And this I take to be the way: Firſt, to be careful to 
uſe all approv'd means for the Recovery of the Divine Favour ; and 
then to apply to the uſe of ſuch Humane Means, as true Wiſdom 
and ſolid Policy dire& and require. But it muſt be in this Order, 
orelſe he will never recover the like proſperous ſucceſs ; but what- 
ever alterations in Miniſters or Politicks he ſhall make without that, 
will either prove unſacceſsfn], or prove fo to him, he ſhall have but 
little enjoy ment of it. 

_ | For the Recovery of the Divine Fawour in this caſe, it will be abſo- 
lately neceſlary, 
| 1. To ſettle, by good conſideration of the many expreſs Decla- 


, ook BEG oi me” the TL” , | - a ec | ” *D BP k _— » = 0 | 
, — l 2 Ys . f - - 4 "3 wad I** "0 = ad ww Px : y G "_ » IPL 2 * a ol 
ne - + 4nd . w : . es . - 
Fs - " | . « 
. 
y \ 
: * h 
: \ L 
n : 


rations and parallel Examples in the ſacred Scripture, a right and 
firm Tudgment ; 1. That whatever were the immediate apparent 
Cauſes of the former happy ſucceſs, and of the ill ſucceſs ſince, 
| yet that the privFpal hegemonical Cauſe in both was from God- 
2. That the Provoking Cauſe of this great change muſt have been 
| no ſmall fin. 3. That there can be no hope of recovery of the Divine 
Favour, and former proſperous condition, but by effeftual removal 
of that Sin, whatever it be. 4. That of all the Sins which have 
been noted for the greateſt Provocations of the like Judgments here- 
| tofore, there are none ſo likely to have had ſuch nnhappy efte& in 
4 this caſe as that which is fo often expreſſed in ſacred Scripture by the 
| Phraſe of the Hearr being lifred #p, with its conſequence of forgetting. 
"God. As'in thoſe great Cautions, Dewt.8.14. and 27. 10. and inthoſe- 
remarkable examples, even of Hezekiah, 2 Chr. 32. 25. that be 
rendred not again to the Lord according to the Benefit done unto him :\ 
"for bu Heart was lifted up ; therefore there was Wrath upon him, and 
pon Judah and Jeruſalem : And of Uzziah, 2 Chr. 2.6. 16. When he 
-was ſtrong, bis heart was lifted up to his deſtru#ion, and Deſertion, 
or Neglect of the ſpecial Work wherein one is employed ; of which: * 
- Saul is a remarkable Example. Laſtly, That there'can be no re-- 
moral of theſe Sins without great Humiliation upon contemplation 
_ of the Ingratitude, and dangerons conſequence- thereof, and a re- 
ſolute return tothe deſerted or neglefted Duty ; and therefore; 
2, Toſet refolvedly to th&Work of an Efe&ual Reformation: of 
this People, whom God hath fubjeced to him, and:committed co 
his- 
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\ by Uſurpation ; which may by the fame Divine Favour; which will . _ 
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not then be wanting to his own Work, be eafily effefted. +: 1..By. 

a plain Declaration of 'his Reſolntion, commanding a ſtrift executi-' 
on of me Laws in force for that purpoſe 3 which 4s. one great part 

of the Regal Office.2.By. a ſteady uſe of. his own immediate Authority, 
excluding and rejeCting from his Councils, Service, and Preſence, all 
ſuch as obſtinately refuſe Obedience and Conformity toſo juſt, reaſo- _ 
nable and neceſſary Commands and Reſolutions. And-this muſt be * 
done, not ſuperficially, but with great Reſolution and Conſtancy, .”* 
and the greater by reaſon of the Failure before committed, even to 
the hazard of his Kingdom ( if there was occaſion.) for his ſake - 
who hath raiſed him-to the Throne, -and can when he pleaſeth as ©. 
ſoon remove him from it, and lay him and his Honour in the Duſt. . 
Such a Reſolution once declar'd will half do the Work : Bur it 
mult be ſteadily purſued, and impartially, without indulgence to 
any : for that would be to prefer a Creature, before the Creator, 
and would prove very pernicious. Beſides, ſuch Fools and Mad-men 

as are profane, or glory in their ſhame, and ſucPimpotent Bruits as 
have not the command of themſelves to abſtain from ſcandalous 
Sins, are not fit to be admitted into the Service or Favour of a ver- 
tuous'and generous Prince. 3. By paſſing and even recommendin 
ſuch other good Laws as are neceſlary for ſupply of the Defects of 
thoſe we have already. This is the way to recover God's Bleſſing : 
and this wil] ſtrengthen him with the Hearts and Hands of the beſt 
and moſt conſiderable part of the Nation. And this: being done, he 
may with confidence, and without delay, proceed to 8; 

2. The Proper Humane Means ; and 1: Such as are, and al- 
Ways Will be neceſlary to frengthen his Kingdom at home 1n the 
Hearts of the People , which is- to be done by good Government, 
and avoiding thoſe known inconveniencies into which his late Pre> © 
decefiours of this Age ſo unhappily fell. But more. particularly, 

1. By Fuſtice, (a great part of that Righteouſneſs by which the 

Throne is eſtabliſhed,) both to the Community, and to each indivi- 

dual, without Uſurpation, Encroachments, or Oppreſlion, either 

by himſelf, or his Favourites, or Officers. 2. By Faithfulneſs inzbe 

Diſcharge of the Regal Office, direCting all bis Counſels and Actions - 

for the common Intereſt of the Nation, as his End,. and according 

to the true Conſtitution of the State and Government, as his Rule. 

This is plainly his Ducy, and that for which, and with which, be 
18 
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is intruſted as King, as is very apparent in aſl the Parts of the Con- 
ſtirution, ler Sycophants and Flatterers ſay what they can'to the 
contrary. And to this purpoſe, Three great Fanlts of the late Reigns 
are conſtantly to be avoided: 1. The Uſe of any ſingle Miniſtry of 
Fayourites , or private Adviſers in Cabals ; ſo that nothing be done 
but by Advice of a legal well-choſen Privy Council, and under the 
Hands of thoſe who adviſe it. 2. As well the long Continuance, as 
long Intermiſſion of Parliaments, Which are both equally inconſiſtent 
with the Statutes in force for Annual Parliaments, and of equally 
pernicious Conſequence. 2. The Corruption of Members of Parlia- 
ment by Penſions, Places and Promiſes ; which is ſuch a Breach of 
Truſt on both ſides, as is odious both to God and Man, and equal to 
what in private matters is commonly reputed the baſeſt Knavery tha 
can be. by 

2. By Prudence and Induſtry in ordering all, as to this end, and by 
this Rule, ſo for the beſt Advantage upon all occaſions: As, 1. Inthe 
choice of fit Perſons for employments. 2. In Inſpection into their 
Fehaviour. 3. In provident Management of the Revenue and,Con- 
tribution, that no unneceſſiry Charge be laid upon the People. 
4+. In conferring of Honours, wherein great Faults have been com- 
mitted in the late Reigns, and in many other Particulars not neceſ- 
ſary here to be exprelied. 
- By theſe means he may make both himſelf and theſe Kingdoms 
happy. For'it is certain, unleſs I have been long ina great miſtake, 
that both the true Corſtitution of this State and Government is as well 
compoſed, both for Prince and Peopie, as any in the World ; and 
the People as well diſpoſed to be happily and eaſily governed by it, 
as any upon the Face of the Earih, by any Government whatever: 
But it was the unhappineſs of the laſt Race of Kings to be impoſed 
upon by Flatterers, that they never well underſtood either; or were 
carried away contrary to their own Senſe and Reaſon, as they plainly 
were in many things. | 

2. But beſides theſe things which are of conſtant uſe to be obſerved 
at all times, there may be ſome things now ſpecially requiſite, or advi- 
ſable for the preſent State of Afﬀairs: And ſuch among others, I hum- 
bly conceive-may be, | 

r. A fair Diſmiſion for the preſent, till things be better ſettled, 
both from the Privy Council, and from the Management of Afairs 
relating to Ireland, of all ſuch Perſons, as either he himſelf hath known 
to be unhappy in their-Counſels to himſelf, or are commonly be- 
lieved by others to have been concerned in any illegal Practices, or 

| Projets 


$ 


the Ads of this, and: O par an.end to all Doubts con r in 
Se Authority of it. , 


TJ Execution of Jaftce upon the Diſturbers of the preſent Send 


"46 "Review of thoſe Counſels and Proceedin gs which have given 
foch Diſturbatice in Scor/and, and a ſpeedy Rettitntion of Matters 
_ there, tothetrue Confticurion of that Kingdom. 
5, A juſt InſpeCtion into the Accounts of all the Money before gi- 
X ' Yen; and a good Management of the Remainder of that, and of this 
bo lately given, for ſpeedy Preparation for the next Spring, te .Fecover, 
4 if poſſible, the Reputation and Advantages laſt the laſt'S 
| «The Life of Man is ſhort and uncertain; of Kings moreuncer 
but of this King, by reaſon of his corporal Infirmity, moſt of. all; 
He hath therefore cauſe to be the more provident in the ys - = 
of the Opportunities and great Talents, with which he is intruſted 


both by God | and Man; and of which he muſt ſhortly-give 


Þ as th may do it with Joy, and not with Grief. | Every 'wi 
"Van will make it his chief care to direct all his Aﬀtions to t At: 
tainment of his greateſt perſonal PerfeCtion, and of his Enjoy 

the moſt exceflent Being. + The ſame ought to be the care of thoſe 
who haye any Power over others, to help them as much as may be 
'to'do the like. And this is more eſpecially che pate of a wiſe-and: 
good King, 'and the ready way to make himielf and the People un- 
der -hjm happy here, as well as hereafter, lt will make-him of 
Men, of more than Men, thatis, Chriſtians; not of Bruits and 
vils; and of a_whole Nation, . not only of a. Parcy or: Fadtions: 
"And for this'no Labour 6aght t6 be ſpared, no' Difficulties or Dan- 


gers feared; otherwiſe King Tues will tife/io Rent, and Cor-: 
demn him. 5 
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